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§290.1 Purpose.

This rule provides policy for a pro-
gram to establish Regional Centers for
the Transfer of Manufacturing Tech-
nology as well as the prescribed poli-
cies and procedures to insure the fair,
equitable and uniform treatment of
proposals for assistance. In addition,
the rule provides general guidelines for
the management of the program by the
National Institute of Standards and
Technology, as well as criteria for the
evaluation of the Centers, throughout
the lifecycle of financial assistance to
the Centers by the National Institute
of Standards and Technology.

§290.2 Definitions.

(a) The phrase advanced manufactur-
ing technology refers to new tech-
nologies which have recently been de-
veloped, or are currently under devel-
opment, for use in product or part de-
sign, fabrication, assembly, quality
control, or improving production effi-
ciency.

(b) The term Center or Regional Center
means a NIST-established Regional
Center for the Transfer of Manufactur-
ing Technology described under these
procedures.

(c) The term operating award means a
cooperative agreement which provides
funding and technical assistance to a

of these procedures.

(d) The term Director means the Di-
rector of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology.

(e) The term NIST means the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology, U.S. Department of Commerce.

(f) The term Program or Centers Pro-
gram means the NIST program for es-
tablishment of, support for, and coop-
erative interaction with Regional Cen-
ters for the Transfer of Manufacturing
Technology.

(g) The term qualified proposal means
a proposal submitted by a nonprofit or-
ganization which meets the basic re-
quirements set forth in §290.5 of these
procedures.

(h) The term Secretary means the Sec-
retary of Commerce.

(i) The term target firm means those
firms best able to absorb advanced
manufacturing technologies and tech-
niques, especially those developed at
NIST, and which are already well pre-
pared in an operational, management
and financial sensse to improve the
levels of technology they employ.

§290.3 Program description.

(a) The Secretary, acting through the
Director, shall provide technical and fi-
nancial assistance for the creation and
support of Regional Centers for the
Transfer of Manufacturing Technology.
Each Center shall be affiliated with a
U.S.-based nonprofit institution or or-
ganization which has submitted a
qualified proposal for a Center Operat-
ing Award under these procedures. Sup-
port may be provided for a period not
to exceed six years. The Centers work
with industry, universities, nonprofit
economic development organizations
and state governments to transfer ad-
vanced manufacturing technologies,
processes, and methods as defined in
§290.2 to small and medium sized firms.
These technology transfer efforts focus
on the continuous and incremental im-
provement of the target firms. The ad-
vanced manufacturing technology
which is the focus of the Centers is the
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